
Design a Room Project 

Watch the read-aloud of the book If I Built a House by Chris Van Dusen.  

You have just been granted permission by me (after discussions with your parents, of 
course) to design a new room in your house. YOUR VERY OWN ROOM! Cost is not 
important so there are no budget limitations. However, you do need to be able to 
explain how it will fit into the place where you currently live. For example, if you need 
to build an addition, you must explain how it will be accessed from the current rooms.  

 

GET CREATIVE! 

1. As you plan, think about the following questions: 
a. What are your favourite colours? 
b. What do you like to do? How might you include opportunities for you to 

do some of these things in your own room? 
c. Who would you like to have visit you in the room? What might you need 

to include if you want them to do so? 
d. What things might you include that will make your life easier? For 

example, what chore do you dislike doing? Can you add something to 
your room that will eliminate that job from your list? 

e. What else do you think that you need to consider as you design? 
2. Draw a floor plan for the room. Where will you place all of the items? Include 

dimensions (length, width, height) whenever possible. If you are going to 
include something, it has to fit.  

3. Congratulations! Your room is going to be included in the second edition of the 
book If I  Built a House by Chris Van Dusen. Write the room description that you 
would like to have in the book. It can be a poem or a paragraph.  

4. Draw and colour the illustration that should accompany the room description.  
5. Put the two pieces together to create a page layout similar to the ones that are 

in the first edition.  

 


