September 3, 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Staff:
Re:

COVID-19 Information Bulletin – Transition Support Model

As we approach orientation week, I want to share an update to help you get prepared for the start of the new
school year.
First and foremost, thank you for your response in our SD35 Return to School Survey. We had an overwhelmingly
positive response with 90 per cent of families responding to the survey. We are pleased to see our community
come together to help us plan and provide the best education for our students, especially during this challenging
time. There is more information on the engagement from families in the Transition Support Model which will be
shared with parents/guardians, students and staff today. This document will also be posted on our school and
District websites here. To summarize, we want you to know:
To begin the 2020-2021 school year, our District will be offering a gradual transition for those students
who need the support at-home prior to returning to in-class instruction.
We encourage you to please read our District Plan, school plan and this Transition Support Model to help families
make an informed decision about their child’s return to school. These documents will also assist teachers and staff;
getting them familiar with our new normal in education.
Our start to the school year will look and feel very different. What remains the same, is the ongoing hard work and
dedication from all our staff. At this time of year, we always want to recognize the work that was done over the
summer months. We want to acknowledge our Facilities Department, for prepping school sites and ensuring they
meet health and safety guidelines, and the IT Department, for upgrading and enhancing our infrastructure for
students and staff.
Prior to this last weekend before the return to school, we want to wish all of you a safe and healthy Labour Day
holiday. We hope you enjoy time with your families and get some rest before the 2020-2021 school year begins.
Sincerely,

Gord Stewart
Superintendent of Schools

