
 
  

Save the Date! 

Aboriginal Program 
June 2015 

Langley Education Centre 
–by Danica Hansen-Hughes 

Orange Shirt  
Day 

 
Wednesday, 

September 30th  

Christmas  
Family 

Gathering 

 
Friday, 

November 20th 

February 
Family 

Gathering 

 
Friday, 

February 12th 

L A N G L E Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  # 3 5  

WGSS 
Multicultural 

Parade  
-by UnaAnn Moyer 

  
 Langley Education Centre staff and students enjoying 
the Aboriginal Achievement Awards Celebration 
which was held at Walnut Grove Secondary School 
on Thursday, May 21st.  

May 26th 2015 -  
Upon gathering in the Multi-
purpose room, we were arranged 
in two lines, one to parade on the 
first floor and one to parade on the 
second floor.  Each line was 
followed by a cart of food and 
drinks to sample. Students were 
encouraged to take selfies and to 
hash tag #gatorculture with the 
models, which consisted of 
students and teachers.  
I participated wearing my Tlingit 
Regalia, seen here with two of my 
students, Natasha Haugen, and 
Jeremie Gour. 
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Aboriginal Achievement Awards 
May 21st, 2015 
- by Donna Robins 

The 5th Annual Aboriginal Achievement Awards was held Thursday, May 21st, 2015 at Walnut 
Grove Secondary and we would like to thank the school staff for letting us hold this event in their 
school.  The Walnut Grove staff are gracious hosts.   
Our Aboriginal Support Workers worked feverishly to hand in the list of students who deserved 
awards in the following categories:  Award of Excellence, Golden Eagle (Grad), Athletic Ability, 
Attendance, Academic, Citizenship, Leadership, Fine Arts, Technology & Applied Skills, and 
Warrior.  We had over 320 students receive awards.  We had 30 students who received Award of 
Excellence and 115 Golden Eagles (Grads)!!   Thank you to the Aboriginal Support Workers for 
honouring our students!! 
The annual awards ceremony begins with a traditional opening with a “prayer in downriver 
Halqʼemeylem done by Fern Gabriel, Kwantlen First Nation. The traditional “welcome” from Chief 
Marilyn Gabriel and a “welcome” by Kwantlen drummers and singers.   The drummers and singers 
sang an “honour” song for all the students as they entered the gym.  The Golden Eagles (Grads) 
were honoured in the traditional way by wearing a blanket over their shoulders and scarf on their 
head —the blanket is a symbol of honor to secure the student as they continue on their next 
journey and the scarf on their head symbolizes the student has a good mind while he/she 
continues on their next phase of their life.  
We were honoured to have Suzanne Hoffman, Superintendent, Claire Guy, Assistant 
Superintendent, ya:yestel (Aboriginal Advisory), the middle/secondary school Principals and Vice 
Principals attend to congratulate their students.  

A big Thank You to 
our Masters of 
Ceremonies, Luke 
Dandurand and 
Kayla Sakamoto  

Proud Aboriginal 
Program staff—
Carmen, Jennaya, 
Pam, Mabeline, 
Mike & Donna 
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Douglas Park  
Room Naming  

–by Linda Hart 

  

  

On Tuesday, May 26th a naming ceremony 
was held for my Aboriginal room at Douglas 
Park.   I asked Metis Elder, Philip Gladue to 
help me find a name.  Part of the reason for 
this was that his daughter Sandra had 
previously been the Aboriginal Support 
Worker at Douglas Park, before her 
unfortunate passing and she loved it 
there.  As well, most of my students at 
Douglas Park are of Metis/Cree ancestry.   
 
The name Philip gave us is:  "Kamwatun" 
which translates to "a quiet, peaceful, 
restful place".  It's very fitting for the kind of 
atmosphere I want to have for my students 
and parents to be in.   
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Walnut Grove Secondary 
Senior Art Show  

- by UnaAnn Moyer 

For the past 20 years Mr. Gordon has organized his 
senior art classes to participate in an exhibition within the 
school.  Each year I have been amazed at the creativity and quality of artwork that 
these students have created.  Working within several themes throughout the year, the 
students get a better understanding of working with different media, and recognizing 
their strengths.  This can be seen in the artwork of a few of my students, shown here. 
See the next page for more amazing pieces of art! 

Sierra Heppner 

Kyarra Willis 

Amber Irwin 

Brandon Proteau Ashley Runa 
Natasha Haugen 
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More Art Show Pictures…. 

Ashley Runa 

Brandon Proteau 

Natasha Haugen 

Sierra Heppner 
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Willoughby Elementary 
Button Blanket Unveiling  

- by Tara Helps 

2

protocols as well as the loss of culture, 
language and traditions experienced by 
First Nations communities in our 
province and country. We discussed the 
similarities between different cultures of 
our students and why continuing 
language and traditions are so important. 
Students learned about the purpose and 
use of button blanket regalia and the 
territories and nations where these are 
traditionally worn.  We invited parents 
and families to help sew the buttons and 
have made it a community project. 
Without the efforts of our entire 
community, this project would not have 
been a success!  
     It was truly a wonderful day that 
won't soon be forgotten!  

 

1

      On June 8th Willoughby Elementary 
School unveiled one of this years 
collaborative efforts; that has brought 
students, teachers and family members 
together this year. A button blanket 
mural was designed and created and a 
school-wide assembly was held to 
honour the design artist, UnaAnn Moyer 
and the students and staff who 
participated in the murals creation. We 
were honoured to have Cheryl Gabriel, 
from Kwantlen First Nation come and 
do a traditional opening along with 
Support Workers and staff from the 
Aboriginal program to drum and sing.  
     The goal of this initiative was to unite 
all of our students in the “Bee” clan of 
Willoughby Elementary School. First, 
we received permission from the 
artist, William Hilamas Edward Wasden 
Jr. Wakanalagalis "The-River-Flows-
Through-Him-Forever”, who is a 
member of the Namgis First Nation, to 
use the Bee design in our mural. Next, 
we commissioned local Tahltan and 
Tlingit First Nations artist and 
Aboriginal Support Worker, for Walnut 
Grove High School, UnaAnn Moyer, to 
design and sew the button blanket mural. 
This project has provided a wonderful 
opportunity for everyone to learn about 
Northwest Coast artwork, design, 
regalia, clan systems, as well as 
traditional and man-made materials used 
in button blanket design. 
     Students learned about Northwest 
Coast First Nations culture, traditions, 

The 
button 
blanket is 
unveiled.  

Aboriginal 
Program 
staff 
drumming 
at the 
button 
blanket 
unveiling. 
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Douglas Park Sports Day   

- by Linda Hart 

For the second time, Douglas Park has centered 
their Sports Day around an Aboriginal theme to 
coincide with National Aboriginal Day.  The school 
is divided up into 4 teams representing the 
Medicine Wheel colours.  Rather than anyone 
being a "winner", students earn a trade bead at 
each station along the way.   At the end they have 
earned enough beads to make a bracelet. 
 
Some of the games are "Buffalo Jump"  (sack 
race), Medicine Wheel throw (throwing an arrow 
through a hoop) etc.  It's so much fun for everyone 
and because everyone "wins", it's less stressful 
for the students.  
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Betty Gilbert Middle School  

- by Ernie Cardinal 

What a fun filled year we had at Betty Gilbert Middle School. Our after school program, 'The A-
Team', had multiple guests, Cultural presenters/speakers, field trips, seasonal celebrations/parties, 
movie nights, and of course during all this fun, we still managed to keep up with our homework with 
the awesome support from our ACSS tutors/Role Models and UFV Student teacher volunteer. 
 
As well, this year's program was expanded with the introduction of, 'Fiona's Kitchen' a chance for 
all participants to get hands-on experience cooking tasty treats like fudge, cheesecake, and apple 
turnover or savoury dishes like meatball subs and baked ziti. All our students showed great flair 
with their culinary skills! Not only that, but this year we took our baking skills to a new level by 
making Valentine's treats and Valentine's cards for our Elders at Jackman Manor. This was a 
project that the students wanted to do, as they wanted to develop strong community ties with the 
Senior Centre by building a sense of belonging through their caring nature and generous spirit. 
Way to go A-Team! 
 
In next year's program, we will still focus on our foundational goals of Belonging, Mastery, 
Independence, and Generosity through the sharing of our culture and heart. But we will still look 
forward to growth and developing new and exciting opportunities. This will surely make our Raptors 
even more successful, not just in their studies, but in all aspects of their lives. 
 
In the Spirit of Friendship 
Ernie Cardinal ASW Ernie Cardinal and 

Aboriginal Program District 
Principal Mike Morgan, 
making bannock with 
future BGMS students.  
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Pictures from BGMS 

- by Ernie Cardinal 
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More pictures from BGMS…. 
Homework Club, Cultural Presenters, Field Trips 

  



 

 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS SUMMER 2016 

The Aboriginal Program welcomes input and questions from parents. 
To learn more about our services please contact: 
 
Mike Morgan, District Principal    Donna Robins, Aboriginal District Teacher 
Phone: 604-534-7891, local 231    Phone: 604-888-4819, local 231 
Fax:  604-532-1458     Fax: 604-888-5721 
 
Janet Stromquist, Aboriginal District Teacher  Laurie Brummitt, Office Assistant 
Phone: 604-888-4819, local 232    Phone: 604-888-4819, local 230 
Fax: 604-888-5721     Fax: 604-888-7483 
 
Julie Allen, Office Assistant    Learning Support Teachers: 
Phone: 604-888-4819, local 229    Brian Coleman -    Rhonda Philpott 
Fax: 604-888-5721     Carolyn Roberts -    Mari Calixto-Klimple 
 
Secondary/Middle School Aboriginal Support Workers: 
Jennaya Hayden     – Aldergrove Secondary  Sam George     – Vanguard 
Ernie Cardinal - Betty Gilbert Middle  Pam Goldsack    – Brookswood Sec. 
Sheila Jack       – D.W. Poppy Secondary  Brenda Matthews  – H.D. Stafford Middle 
Linsey Ernst  - Langley Fine Arts   Shawna Burns - Langley Fund. Mid/Sec 
Carmen Majdanac - Langley Secondary  Kayla Csirkes   – R.E. Mountain Sec. 
UnaAnn Moyer  – Walnut Grove Secondary Mabeline Akai - Yorkson Creek Middle
       
Elementary Aboriginal Support Workers: 
Aimee Brooks  -Lochiel U-Connect/R.C. Garnett/West Langley 
Bonnie Van Hatten  -Glenwood/Langley Fundamental  
Brenda Matthews  -Nicomekl 
Danica Hansen-Hughes  -Blacklock/LEC 
Deanna Andres   -Peterson Road/Wix-Brown 
Jennifer Malcolm  -Alice Brown/Belmont  
Linsey Ernst   -Langley Fine Arts 
Kristi Trattle  -North Otter/Parkside 
Linda Hart   -Douglas Park/Noel Booth  
Luke Dandurand  -Alex Hope/James Kennedy/Topham 
Natache Gabriel  -Dorothy Peacock/Fort Langley 
Patricia Elson  -Coghlan/Shortreed 
Roanne Trattle  -Gordon Greenwood/Lynn Fripps/Richard Bulpitt 
Susan Amos   -James Hill/Simonds/Uplands 
Tara Helps   -Langley Meadows/Willoughby 
 
Our Aboriginal web page can be accessed at: www.sd35.bc.ca/district/aboriginal 


