
 

 
 
 

 

May 4, 2015 
 

To the Parent/Guardians of Simonds Elementary and Lochiel U-Connect 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 

Following a motion approved by the Board of Education on April 7, 2015, and as part of the 

Long Term Facilities Plan consultation process, Langley School District has served a notice of 

motion to consider the possibility of closing Lochiel U-Connect at its current site and moving 

the U-Connect program to Simonds Elementary.  A community consultation process has 

been underway for the past several weeks in order to provide feedback to the Board of 

Education. 
 

The Board, District Leadership Team and staff know how important schools are to 

communities and that strong relationships are formed between parents, students and staff at 

every school.  The Board of Education is considering this closure and move of the U-Connect 

program to Simonds Elementary in the context of the Long Term Facilities Plan 

recommendations and as a means to address expansion of the U-Connect program.  As 

community members, your input into this process is important and will be valued by the 

Langley Board of Education. 
 

A school closure process is governed by Board Policy #5029 (available on the District website 

www.sd35.bc.ca).  Information regarding the proposed school closure has been posted on 

the website in accordance with the policy. 
 

Two site committees have been established at Lochiel U-Connect and Simonds Elementary 

consisting of District and School Administration, PAC representatives, a teacher, a student 

and a representative from the District’s Canadian Union of Public Employees local 1260.  The 

purpose of this committee is to identify concerns, ask questions and gather information. 
 

A public consultation meeting is being arranged for Wednesday, May 13, 2015, 7pm at 

Simonds Elementary with Trustees in attendance.  The process to register as a speaker at that 

meeting and/or submit a written submission is attached to this letter. 
 

A final decision on whether or not to close Lochiel U-Connect and move the U-Connect 

program to Simonds Elementary will be made at the Special Board of Education Meeting on 

June 9, 2015.  This meeting is open to the public and will be held at the School Board Office 

beginning at 7pm. 
 

We look forward to hearing from community members in the coming weeks. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Suzanne Hoffman 

Superintendent of Schools 

  

http://www.sd35.bc.ca/


 

 

 

 

Public Consultation Meeting 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

Simonds Elementary 

7:00pm 

 

 

 There will be a short presentation at the beginning of the meeting to address the criteria 

outlined in School District Policy #5029 pertaining to school closure.  Information will be 

provided on: 
 

• Implications of the closure 
 

• Implementation plans, including timing of the closure 
 

• Options that the Board considered as alternatives to closure 
 

• Possible future community growth in the area of the school 
 

• Content of written submissions received to that point in time 

 

 Upon completion of the presentation, the school community will have the opportunity to 

communicate with Trustees with respect to the Lochiel closure. 

 

 This is an evening for Trustees to listen to the community; they will not debate or engage 

speakers, or ask questions. 

 

 Speakers will need to register ahead of time (by 12noon on May 8
th

); written comments 

are also accepted. 
 

• To register as a Speaker, contact David Green, Secretary-Treasurer via email at 

dgreen@sd35.bc.ca or by phone at 604-532-1477 
 

• Written submissions can be dropped off at the School Board Office, attention: 

David Green, or submitted via email (dgreen@sd35.bc.ca) 

 

 At the meeting, each registered speaker will be called to the microphone in the order 

provided on the agenda: 
 

• Speakers need to identify themselves at the microphone 
 

• Each speaker has up to five minutes to address the Board (speakers will be 

reminded of the time at four minutes) 
 

• If the speaker would like the Board to have copies of their remarks, they can leave 

them with the Recording Secretary 
 

• If, at the end of the registered list, someone else wishes to speak, the Board Chair 

will extend that invitation (they will also need to identify themselves for the 

record) 
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