
How are students referred

for services?

• A parent may discuss a speech-language

concern with the child’s teacher.

• A pre-referral consultation with school

personnel and the speech-language

pathologist takes place.

• Screening measures may occur with the

student.

• Based on screening information and input

from the school-based team, a formal

speech and language referral may or may

not be recommended.

Priority is given to children at the

elementary school level.

How can I help my child at home?

• Have your child’s hearing evaluated if

there is a concern.

• Listen carefully to your child.

• Reward and praise your child’s

communication attempts.

• Talk about the activities you do and

places you go.

• Expand on what your child says by

adding more information.

• Set a good example for your child.

Model correct speech.  It’s not necessary

to ask your child to repeat exactly what

you say.

• Emphasize sounds that your child may

find difficult to say, such as “sssssocks”.

• Speak slowly and clearly.  Repeat for

your child if necessary.

• Read and talk about books every day

with your child.

• Practice using new words.

• Provide opportunities for your child to

talk and play with others.
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What Services are provided?

The Speech-Language Pathologist may

provide the following services:

• pre-referral consultation with teachers

• assessing a child’s communication

strengths and weaknesses

• working directly with small groups or

individual students inside and outside the

classroom

• developing and monitoring programs

carried out at school and at home.

• helping teachers modify the language

demands of classroom activities

• collaborating and consulting with school

personnel, families, and other professionals

• writing reports to document students’

communicating needs and progress

• serving as a resource person for teachers

and parents

Which students may

benefit from the services?

Students having significant communication

needs may receive the support of a Speech-

Language Pathologist.  Communication

delays/disorders may be broken down into the

following categories:

Articulation:   Difficulties discriminating

and/or producing the speech sounds of our

language

• oral-motor weaknesses (e.g. lips, tongue, jaw)

• substitution of sounds (e.g. “tup” for cup)

• omission of sounds (e.g. “ot” for hot)

• addition of sounds (e.g. “cuhlock” for clock)

• distortion of sounds (e.g. lisp)

Language:  Difficulties receiving, processing,

formulating, and/or sending messages

• listening, understanding and remembering

• following directions

• understanding and using vocabulary

• using appropriate grammar and word order

• asking and answering questions

• telling stories

• reasoning and problem solving

• showing awareness of sounds in words

• using appropriate social language

(i.e. pragmatics)

Fluency:  Difficulties maintaining appropriate

flow and/or rate of speech

• repetitions of syllables, words or phrases

• prolongations of sounds or syllables

• avoidance and struggle behaviours (i.e. eye-

blinks, jaw tension)

Voice:  Irregular voice pitch, loudness, and/or

quality when compared to peers

• pitch - too high or too low

• loudness - too quiet or too loud

• quality - breathiness, hoarseness, nasality,

denasality

Nonverbal Communicators:  Difficulty

talking due to physical and/or cognitive

disabilities.  These students may require

augmentative/alternative means of

communication

• picture/symbol boards

• computers

• gesture/sign language

What are Speech and

Language Services?

Speech and language services in the Langley

School District are intended to help students

with communication difficulties, to be more

successful academically and socially.  The

ability to communicate is essential for

personal, social, and educational growth and

affects all learning and interactions.

Who provides Speech and

Language Services?

Speech-Language pathologists are assigned to

each school on a yearly basis.  These

specialists have comprehensive training in the

following areas:

• articulation (speech)

• language learning difficulties

• fluency (stuttering)

• voice disorders

Other areas of training may include:

• hearing impairment

• autism

• neurological conditions

• physical disabilities

• cognitive disabilities




