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English 12 Course Outline
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INTRODUCTION

Language is fundamental to thinking, learning and communicating. The English Language Arts curriculum provides opportunities to study language as a means to communicate ideas, especially those containing the imagination and values of society.  In English twelve, students develop the more advanced skills that will be required of them as they enter post-secondary educational programs and become active citizens in a democratic society.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Students will be required to bring a journal and a silent reading book to class every day.  This course is organized thematically into the following units:
· Fairy tales and gender roles

· Guilt

· Walls

· Time

In order to organize their notebooks effectively, students need the following divisions: grammar/vocabulary, poetry, fiction, and essays.

English 12 provides an opportunity to:
COMPREHEND AND RESPOND

Students will demonstrate an understanding of ideas, events and themes in literary works of various genres.  Students will be working from the Echoes 12 textbook and will read the novels 1984 and The Cellist of Sarajevo.  They will practice techniques of reading comprehension, interpretation, and criticism, by responding to and discussing the development of theme and character.  Students will also be taught techniques for critically viewing stories on film, such as Pleasantville.
Students will study issues associated with mass media.  They will be expected to draw reasoned conclusions from information found in various written, spoken, and visual communications, and defend their conclusions.  They will learn to recognize persuasive techniques and bias in the media, and understand the role of the media in our society.

In this course, students will also study dramatic writing, focusing on comprehension and thematic interpretation.  William Shakespeare’s play Taming of the Shrew is studied in some detail.  Students will look at the nature of comedy and the role of drama in society.

As students study works from a variety of genres, they will be encouraged to make connections between new information and previous beliefs and experiences.  

COMMUNICATE IDEAS AND INFORMATION

One focus of English twelve is the skillful presentation of information.  As students read works from a variety of texts, including essays, they will learn strategies for presenting their ideas.  Students are taught how to support their literary interpretations with references to the text, and they are taught how to develop their ideas in formal writing.  
SELF AND SOCIETY

The study of literature and the practice of writing develop a large number of effective thinking skills as students creatively, critically and technically come to grips with new ideas and develop their own power of expression.  
This course develops the communication skills that students need to cooperate and work effectively with others.  In addition, the specific skills needed to listen critically and participate in discussion are also developed.

PROCEDURES FOR ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION
Students are assessed on an ongoing basis and are evaluated on the quality of the work they produce in the course.

Formative assessment



30%

Journal writing

Discussion

Silent reading

Summative evaluation



70%

Assignments

Tests

Presentations

· Please note that the provincial exam is worth 40% of the student’s final grade.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE
· Authentic learning and evaluation in the Language Arts requires an openness to imaginative experience through reading.  Students who do not have practice in reading for pleasure or a range of reading and cultural experiences will have difficulty as they approach the more challenging and difficulty reading in this course.

· Regular attendance is a must for successful completion of this course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up work missed due to absence.  Phone the office and request homework if you are away.

· Late assignments will not be accepted unless extenuating circumstances exist.  If you fail to hand in an assignment on time you may be given an alternate assignment which will be marked on a pass/fail basis.

