
ous frustration from parents 

and students about formal 

reporting, I encourage par-

ents to continue with open 

dialogue with staff about 

their childõs progress. Every 

class I have observed gave 

me the reassurance that 

teachers were continuing to 

do fine work with their stu-

dents and ongoing assess-

ment is occurring. 

 
Extracurricular activities 

continue to shine at DW 

Poppy.  Our Student Gov-

ernment organized an excep-

tional Talent Show in Octo-

ber and a fine Pep Rally on 

November 15th which cele-

brated all of the clubs and 

teams who have a had a 

great fall.  Specifically, we 

recognized the fine work of: 

 
Global Voices- Who are 

planning a Day of Silence on 

November 30th and are sell-

ing bracelets to make pov-

erty history.  

At the eleventh hour of the 

eleventh month of the elev-

enth day we celebrate Re-

membrance Day in Canada. 

 
We must remember for if 

we do not the more than 

100,000 lives that have been 

lost to war in our country 

will be meaningless.  Those 

men and women who went 

to far off lands believed in 

the ideals we have in our 

country.  They fought for 

their families, for their 

friends and for us.  They 

fought for Canada. 

 
For many of us the thought 

of war is reduced to memo-

rabilia we might find in an 

attic, such as photographs or 

badges. Or, they may be 

distant thoughts of relatives 

(grandparents and great 

grandparents) who fought in 

a far off land.  But, it is im-

portant to note that our lost 

men and women had a fun-

damental belief that without 

peace there could be no 

enduring freedom, and with-

out freedom their could be 

no enduring peace. 

 
Thank you to our DW Pop-

py Staff and students who 

captured the meaning of 

Remembrance Day at such a 

meaningful level this past 

Thursday.  Our two formal 

assemblies consisted of Mu-

sic, Dance, Theatre, Visual 

Arts, Readings and Digital 

Images.  Remembrance Day 

also reminds us of how for-

tunate we are to enjoy and 

celebrate the fine things we 

experience as a school. 

 
Despite teacher job action I 

want to let the community 

to know that I have been 

visiting classrooms regularly 

this year.  My visits have con-

firmed my belief in the staff 

at Poppy.  This is a school 

with exceptional educators 

doing great things for stu-

dents.  While there is obvi-

A Message from Mr. Moorthy, Principal of DW Poppy  
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Upcoming Dates to 

Remember:  

Nov 21ñPAC Meeting 

Nov 22ñFall Concert 

Nov 23ñFall Concert 

Nov 25ñDesign and As-

sessment Day 

Nov 30-Dec 5ñGrad 

Portraits 

Dec 12ñHomecoming 

Dec 17-Jan 2ñChristmas 

Vacation 

Jan 3, 2012ñSchool Re-

Opens 

Jan 9, 2012ñ Grade 9 

Immunizations 
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On November 10, 2011, DWP students, staff and 
community came together to remember. This 
yearôs Remembrance Day Ceremony was one 
filled with both choral and instrumental music, 
dance, drama. The tone was somber, but the pro-
duction was poignant. 

 

Remembering Remembrance Day 

Page 2 DW Poppy Secondary Newsletter  

The Global Voices committee has had a 

very busy month.  On Oct 13
th
 global voices 

attended Free the childrenôs We Day event 

at Rogers arena, an event  held to inspire 

and celebrate the youth movement for glob-

al change. The students heard from motivat-

ing speakers and human rights activists 

from Mikhail Gorbachev to Mia Farrow.   

Driven by the events at We Day the 

committee sprang into action by selling 

óMake Poverty Historyô bracelets in support 

of developing schools in Africa. As well a 

survivor from the Rwanda genocide came to 

Global Voices by Taylor T.  

DW Poppy at  

WE Day:  

Poppy Stu-
dents attended 
the We Day 
event on Oct 
30th at Rogers 
Arena. 

speak to the group leaving a lasting im-

pression for them all. It was truly an eye 

opening experience for everyone. 

On Nov 17
th
   a leadership night was 

held to build skills and encourage team-

work amongst the group. The committee 

is hard at work planning the Vow Of si-

lence for Nov.30 to raise funds and bring 

awareness to children subjected to ex-

ploitation, poverty and the denial of their 

basic rights. The group continues to meet 

every Tuesday at lunch in the leadership 
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This month has been a suc-
cessful one for the Grad Council. 
We planned an 80ôs spirit 

day and many people turned up 
to show their school spirit. On 
October 20th, we had our annual 
Grad Cruise, which was a won-
derful evening in and around the 
Vancouver Harbor. 

On October 31st, the 
Grads put their design abilities 
to the test carving out pump-
kins in the annual Grad Pump-
kin Carving Contest. 

Grad Council continues to 
plan spirit days and are all 
very excited to be planning the 
Grad Skit this year for our 

Christmas Assembly. 
Grads are reminded to 

get their guest passes for 
Home Coming in by Novem-
ber 24th! Itôs fast approaching! 
Donôt forget to check your 

times for your grad picture as 
well (see the website for 
times). 

Grad Council by Katie H.  

òGrad Cruise 

was a blast! 

Now comes the 

planning for 

Homecoming!ó 

November 24 Homecoming Guest Pass Applications due  

December 2 Yearbook Grad Blurb & Baby Photo due 

December 1 - 3 Grad Portraits (Formal Photos)  

December 8 - 15 Homecoming Tickets on sale  

December 15 Homecoming Basketball Games & Dance  

January 26 - 27 Friendship Photos  

March 29  Laser Tag / Casino Night  

April 2  Prom Guest Pass Applications due  

April 13  Grad Ceremony Questionnaire due  

May 1 - 15 Ceremony & Prom Tickets on sale  

May 18  Mandatory Grad Assembly  

May 18 - 24 Extra ceremony tickets on sale  

May 22 - 24 Grad Gown Pick up in Career Centre  

May 23  Scholarship Celebration  

May 25  Graduation Ceremony  

June 2  Graduation Prom  

Grad Events at a Glance 



Our Student Govern-
ment team has been sol-
idly working and planning 
towards making this year 
the most fun and memo-
rable yet for our fellow 
students as well as our 
friendly staff.  

This past month of 
October, we organized a 
school Anti-Bullying Day 
on October 20th which 
made the Green Thumb 
Theatreôs performance of 
ñThe Shape of a Girlò 
much more meaningful 
and powerful for the 
Grades 8-10 who attend-
ed. It got people thinking 
that itôs not just a lesson 
to be taught by concerned 
teachers who tell bizarre 
stories on bullying but it is 
something that can too 
easily be concerning in 
our own school communi-
ty. We sold t-shirts the 
week before to make sure 
everyone had a pink shirt 
to wear in support of this 
significant awareness 

campaign.  
Our annual Talent 

Show was held the night 
of October 27th. Many 
people from the communi-
ty came out to appreciate 
and support our studentôs 
talents. The acts included 
singing, playing musical 
instruments, juggling, Irish 
dancing, and other enjoy-
able abilities showcased. 
We also raised money for 
our scholarship fund this 
year to be given out to the 
enthusiastic graduating 
class. Thank-you for eve-
ryoneôs time and support! 

Then on October 
31st, we had our Hallow-
een Costume Competi-
tion! The sweet secretar-
ies took time to judge 
each grade and had a 
difficult time determining 
who won! 

It was an exciting day 
with many awesome cos-
tumes. Congratulations to 
our contest winners! 

At one of our meet-

ings, an idea was shared 
that we as a Student Gov-
ernment would buy a tree 
to be planted in honour of 
a fallen soldier from war. 
With Remembrance Day 
this month, it was a very 
appropriate choice in eve-
ryoneôs commitment to 
remember those who sac-
rificed for our freedoms in 
Canada. 

On November 17th, 
we have planned our own 
leadership workshop for 
those involved in Student 
Government and/or Glob-
al Voices. It will be orga-
nized by the senior lead-
ers for the rest of the 
group and we are looking 
forward to a fun, team-
building and effectively 
inspiring evening!  

Finally, our recent 
Pep Rally to celebrate our 
teams going to the Pro-
vincials was a blast. Keep 
up the exceptional effort 
Poppy! 

Student Government by Stephanie Z. 

òThe gym was 

full of studentsé 

There were 

strobe lights, fog 

machines, dance 

boxes, lasers, 

LED light screens 

and pumping 

music from a 

fantastic DJ!ó 
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Musical Theatre - By Jessica E. 

Last Thursday, the 18 
member Poppy Swim 
Team finished 7th out of 
34 schools at the Fraser 
Valley Championships 
and was able to qualify 14 
of its swimmers to the 
Provincial Championships 
Nov. 18-19th in Rich-
mond.  To qualify, the 
swimmer needed to have 
one of the 10 fastest 
times in their event.  
There are no age catego-
ries, grade 8's compete 
against the grade 12's.  
Single A schools compete 
against AA and AAA 
schools. 

Please congratulate 
the following swimmers 
who will be representing 
Poppy at the Provincial 
Championshipsò 

Individual Event Quali-
fiers: Gr. 8 Tyler Mrak- 
2nd in 100IM, 50 breast-
stroke, 100 freestyle, & 50 
backstroke (ParaOlympic 
Category) 

Gr. 12 Gavin Wiese- 
3rd 50 freestyle, 3rd 100 
butterfly, 4th 100 free-

style. 
Relay Qualifiers:  
Girls 200 Medley Re-

lay- 6th place finish  
Lexi Niiranen back-

stroke, Mikaela Furse 
breastroke, Alicia Tobin 
butterfly, and Cheylene 
Bailey freestyle 

Boys 200 Medley Re-
lay- 5th place finish  

D e v o n  B e c k e r -
back s t rok e ,  Ad r i an 
Schuerhaus breastroke, 
Justin Furse butterfly, 
Kevin Bos freestyle 

Girls 400 Freestyle 
Relay- 5th place finish  

Alicia Tobin, Mikaela 
Furse, Emily Cannon, 
Lexi Niiranen 

Boys 400 Freestyle 
Relay  - 4th place finish  

Devon Becker, Kasey 
M c D o u g a l l ,  A d r i a n 
Schuerhaus, Justin Furse 

Mixed 200 Medley 
Relay-10th place finish  

Kerry Eakins back-
stroke, Devon Becker 
breastroke, Alicia Tobin 
butterfly, Kevin Bos free-
style. 

Mixed 200 Medley 
Relay - 2nd place finish  

Lexi Niiranen back-
stroke, Adrian Schuer-
haus breastroke, Justin 
Furse butterfly, Mikaela 
Furse freestyle 

Mixed 200 Medley 
Relay - OPEN Category 
10th  

Cheylene Baily back-
stroke,  Kasey McDougall 
breastroke, Emily Cannon 
butterfly, Doug Thorpe 
freestyle 

Mixed 200 Freestyle -
10th place finish  

D e v o n  B e c k e r , 
Cheylene Bailey, Alicia 
Tobin, Kevin Bos 

Mixed 200 Freestyle - 
2nd Place finish OPEN 
category  

Justin Furse, Mikaela 
Furse, Lexi Niiranen, 
Gavin Wiese 

Other Poppy swim-
mers who competed but 
did not qualify: 

Morgan Terpsma, Max 
Lawry, Garrett Paddon, 
Dylan Pike. 

Poppy Swim Team Qualifies 

òBoys 

Soccer...opened 

their season 

with an eight to 

nothing win 

over MEI last 

Tuesday on 

home turf.ó 
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The Senior Boys Soccer Team has 

gone to the Provincials.  Congratulations 

to Mr. Hunter and the boys on a great 

season! 

Senior Boys Soccer Team 
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Through the work of the DWP Parent Advisory Council, who coordinated and paid for many of the changes, 
Poppy was proud to open our new courtyard to students this past month. Working with the SD35 grounds crew, 
and led by Shandee Strelau, on behalf of the PAC, the completion of the courtyard ended a three year planning 
and implementation process that saw trees trimmed, a new amphitheater created and many plants and student 
seating areas added.  Our thanks to all those who donated their time and energy towards this project. There 
were a number of local businesses that helped make this possible: Horizon Landscaping, Samara Design, GF 
Kent Contracting, Country Lumber, and the Langley School District. Special thanks to all the families that donat-
ed plants and to those that helped with the planting. We would also like to thank Nathan Creek Nursery and 
Landscaping, Rain Forest Nursery and Home Depot for their generosity. 

DW Poppyõs New Courtyard 

Page 6 DW Poppy Secondary Newsletter  

Above: The top two pictures shows progress on the courtyard, while the bottom two pictures shows the com-
pleted product. Teachers and students will be able to utilize the amphitheater for classes, plays and music. 

LOST and FOUND:  
 
Lost -  3 rings -  Silver and White Animal Stripes, Black and Silver Band, Silver Ring with Swirl Design 
These rings are very sentimental to the person who lost them. If found, please return them to the school office. 


