
“on top” of their learning 

and being timely with 

assignments leads to far 

greater success.  The 

correlation between do-

ing assigned work and 

success is very signifi-

cant. 

 

4. Set time at home and a 

comfortable place to 

work.  This varies from 

family to family. I know 

in our family the kitchen 

table is usually piled 

with work and eating 

only disrupts the array of 

books and binders on the 

table. 

 

5. Manage internet social 

time with your children.  

There is another growing 

trend where students are 

flipping between face 

book and homework and 

then (for example) trying 

(Continued on Page 2)  

When I reflect on my role as 

Principal of DW Poppy Sec-

ondary School, I have a hard 

time separating my parent 

“lens” from the decisions I 

make.  One thing is for cer-

tain, all children are differ-

ent, but they all have dreams 

and want to succeed.  Here 

are a few thoughts I have 

gathered from teachers and 

administration to have a suc-

cessful semester 2: 

 

1. Set short and long term 

goals with your kids.  

For semester 2, it may be 

just improving their per-

formance.  For others, it 

might be getting the 

highest grades possible 

for University entrance 

and aiming for scholar-

ships.  As “cliché” as it 

sounds, talking with 

your children about their 

educational goals for this 

semester is a great start. 

2. Communicate with Staff 

about your child’s per-

formance and whether 

they are falling behind.  

Remember, when your 

kids say that they don’t 

have any homework, this 

is not true.  There is al-

ways material that they 

can be working on.  As 

is mentioned above, the 

majority of our staff are 

very good at communi-

cating by e-mail. 

 

3. The biggest trend that 

we as educators are see-

ing is that students are 

leaving things too late.  

Trying to hand in multi-

ple assignments at the 

end of semester, or wait-

ing to rewrite multiple 

quizzes and exams will 

only result in poor 

achievement.  Our most 

successful students are 

recognizing that being 

A Message from Mr. Moorthy, Principal of DW Poppy 
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Upcoming Dates: 

 Jan. 30: Sem 2 Begins 

 Feb. 4: February Blues 

 Feb. 6: Report Cards 

 Feb. 6-10: Course Plan-

ning 

 Feb. 17: Pro-D Day 

 Feb. 23: Math Contests 

 Mar. 1-3: Musical Theatre 
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DW Poppy is now on TWITTER! For school updates, follow us @dwpoppy 
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March 29  Laser Tag / Casino Night  

April 2  Prom Guest Pass Applications due  

April 13  Grad Ceremony Questionnaire due  

May 1 - 15 Ceremony & Prom Tickets on sale  

May 18  Mandatory Grad Assembly  

May 18 - 24 Extra ceremony tickets on sale  

May 22 - 24 Grad Gown Pick up in Career Centre  

May 23  Scholarship Celebration  

May 25  Graduation Ceremony  

June 2  Graduation Prom  

Grad Events at a Glance 

I can’t believe we are 

half way through the 

school year! Thanks to all 

of the parents who showed 

their support to the staff 

by bringing in lots of deli-

cious goodies for the Staff 

Christmas Appreciation 

Day. There was an abun-

dance of food which went 

a long way to show the 

staff that we, the parents, 

appreciate all that they are 

doing even with the job 

action. 

As I look forward to 

the coming months, the 

Poppy Annual Car Show 

will be a highlight this 

spring. Mark your calendar, 

Sunday May 6th from 9 – 

3pm. Over the next few 

months we will be looking 

for volunteers to help with 

a variety of tasks: set up/

clean up that day, collecting 

entrance fees at the gate, 

putting signs up around the 

community on the Friday 

evening and Saturday 

morning, selling 50/50 

tickets, and other miscella-

neous tasks. One of the 

highlights for the car show 

patrons is the prize table.  

If you or anyone you 

know is able to donate 

prizes in the way of manly 

car or tool items, please 

contact either myself at 

dwppac@sd35.bc.ca or 

Balan Moorthy at the 

school. The money raised 

from this annual event 

benefits our students and 

PAC News - Mrs. Shandee Strelau, PAC President 

our school with an empha-

sis on the race car club and 

the shop department.  So, 

if your child is interested in 

shop, we would like you to 

support us by volunteering 

some of your time.  Many 

hands make light work…

thanks in advance for your 

willingness to help. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Shandee Strelau 

PAC President 

to write a coherent essay.  

It is hard to do this if you 

flipping between the two 

streams of thought.  It only 

leads to disjointed thinking 

and writing. The same 

could be said for any time 

of assignment or studying.   

 

6. Understand that our 

goal is to have our 

students focus on 

learning, not just com-

pleting assignments.  If 

students can shift their 

thinking from what I 

need to do versus 

what do I need and 

want to learn they are 

well on their way to 

developing a successful 

mind set. 

 

7. Another growing trend 

amongst many stu-

dents is over commit-

ment.  If being a suc-

cessful student is pri-

ority then managing all 

extra-curricular teams, 

c lubs ,  community 

teams and employment 

is a necessity.  Too 

many of our students 

are accepting very late 

shifts at work that 

gives them little energy 

for school- work.  In 

addition, some stu-

dents are over-

committing them-

selves to four or five 

out of school activi-

ties.  While I am a big 

advocate of extra-

curricular involve-

ment, the question 

that must be asked is 

it better to do a few 

things really well or 

many things in an av-

erage way? 

  

This list is in no way 

meant to be condescend-

ing, rather it is our hope 

parents and students can 

work together to have a 

more successful semester. 

 

Principal’s Message (Continued) - Mr. Balan Moorthy 

Our belief is that all chil-

dren can learn, and all chil-

dren deserve a quality edu-

cation. Our schools face a 

variety of obstacles in 

meeting the needs of stu-

dents from diverse back-

grounds and economic 

circumstances. By working 

with parents and communi-

ties, schools can overcome 

these obstacles.  

 

Good luck and have a very 

successful semester 2!! 

 

Balan Moorthy 

 

Principal 

mailto:dwppac@sd35.bc.ca
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In the ever-expanding universe of tech tools for education, the ones that have had the greatest impact are those 

that allow users to create and expand ideas and connections between people. One of the challenges that educators 

increasingly face is how to keep information relevant and topical to their students. When it was first introduced, social 

media sites like Facebook and Twitter were blocked and banned by many schools as they were seen as ‘time-wasting’ 

apps that didn’t have a place in education. How times have changed. 

 

This month’s edu-tech website is:  Twitter! (http://www.twitter.com) 

 

Within the last year, a number of administrators and teachers within the Langley School District have begun using 

Twitter as a means to create personal learning networks. Many of these educators have also begun tapping into the 

power of Twitter for a host of educational purposes. Twitter is a free application available online and on most phone 

devices and allows users to converse (in 140 characters or less) on a variety of topics, while making it easy to discover 

and track a host of other topics through searchable #hashtags.  

 

There are a number of educational uses for Twitter. Twitter can be used to present concise ideas, to give immedi-

ate feedback, to create collaborative writing assignments, to follow ideas or famous people, and to remind students of 

homework, quizzes or due dates. One of the big ideas in education in the past few years is how to get students to be 

more engaged in ‘active learning’. In its article entitled “7 things you should know about Twitter”, written when Twit-

ter was still in its infancy in 2007, the non-profit group Educause suggests the following about Twitter: 

 

"The practice of thinking about and reflecting on your learning has been shown to benefit comprehension and 

retention. As a tool for students or professional colleagues to compare thoughts about a topic, Twitter can be a viable 

platform for this, forcing users to be brief and to the point -- an important skill in thinking clearly and communicating 

effectively.” (http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7027.pdf). 

 

Over the past year, DW Poppy has been adding to its technology infrastructure to support staff and student use 

of the Internet through portable devices. We’re pleased to report that DW Poppy now has wireless internet available 

throughout the school. The hope is that teachers will be able to tap into this accessibility to better integrate sites like 

Twitter into school courses.  

 

We’re also pleased to announce that DW Poppy is on Twitter too! If you’re interested in updates from the 

school, please follow @dwpoppy . If we get DWP 40 followers by the end of February I’ll put all those names into a 

draw for a $25 gift certificate to Otter Co-op. If unsure how to sign up, please let me know and I’d be happy to help.  

 

For comments or questions on this article, please feel free to contact Mr. Trattle at ptrattle@sd35.bc.ca . He is 

also available via twitter @ptrattle . Mr. Trattle is a school Vice Principal and the tech coordinator at DW Poppy. 

Mr. Trattle’s Edu-Tech Site of the Month 

DW Poppy is now on TWITTER! For school updates, follow us @dwpoppy 



“January brings 

some more 

excitement! After 

a week or so of 

recovering from 

the turkey and 

celebrations, we 

got back into our 

routine and 

began planning 

for 2012! !” 

Page 4 DW Poppy Newsletter 

Tickets are now on sale for DW Poppy’s production of Beauty and the Beast, running Feb-

ruary 28th to March 3rd. Tickets may be purchased at the door, or at the front office. Call 

604-530-2151 for information, or email ainglis@sd35.bc.ca . More information about DW 

Poppy’s Production of Beauty and the Beast can be found at the following Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/events/171707869602899/  

 

See our poster on page 7 of this newsletter for more information! 

Musical Theatre - By Jessica 

 It’s a new year and we 

have some exciting things in 

store to pump our school 

spirit! But first, a little up-

date from December. We 

held a whole week dedicat-

ed to Christmas fun! De-

cember 13th was Red and 

Green Day, December 14th 

was Santa Hat Day and De-

cember 16th was Crazy 

Christmas Clothing Day. 

The school had a great time 

dressing up for each event 

and Student Government 

handed out tons of candy 

canes for everyone who 

participated. This week was 

a great time to loosen up 

before the winter break. 
 January brings some 

more excitement! After a 

week or so of recovering 

from the turkey and cele-

brations, we got back into 

our routine and began plan-

ning for 2012! Since there 

are exams, our first spirit 

day will be one filled with 

fuzziness and sleepy heads 

to match our moods before 

exams! Comfy Day, with all 

its soft and cute glory, will 

be the last day before exam 

week, January 20th in con-

junction with Grad Council. 

Global Voices is offering 

anyone who participates to 

buy hot chocolate, which is 

being sold all that week, and 

get free marshmallows and 

whipping cream on top! The 

classrooms will be covered 

with fuzzy blankets and 

oversized slippers so don’t 

miss the opportunity to 

dress down for the day! 
 Thinking ahead, Febru-

ary brings our next dance! 

Just a little something to 

look forward to after our 

great success in September 

at the PJ Party Dance. There 

will be more fantastic things 

to come in 2012 so we’ll 

keep everyone posted! 

Student Government - By Stephanie 

Joseph’s Soup Kitchen and 

volunteering our time to 

help out there and meeting 

the amazing people in the 

community. There will be 

lots more to come in the 

New Year so keep posted 

on our charitable efforts 

and events in the coming 

months. 

ing the week of January 16th-

20th. A warm cup of cocoa 

was exactly what the staff and 

student of Poppy needed and 

we managed to raise a lot to 

benefit Free the Children, this 

year’s focus charity.  

A big thanks to the Otter 

Co-op for their generous do-

nation of the supplies for this 

event! This year we are also 

continuing with going to St. 

Global Voices hopes to 

continue the success it has 

experienced in 2011 onto 

2012! Last year, we sold out 

of our Make Poverty History 

Bracelets as well as held a 

great Vow of Silence. In 

January, we decided that 

with finally winter here and 

everyone wanting a warm-

up, we held a very success-

ful Hot Chocolate Sale dur-

Global Voices - By Stephanie 



Musical Theatre - By Jessica E. 

On February 4th we are doing our annual February Blues Concert, it is the music departments biggest show and 

fundraiser of the year. Come out and see almost every music group preform, there’s tasty food, and you can also bid 

on some awesome silent auction items. The tickets are on for $10 dollars and you can purchase them from the music 

department or any music student. It’s an awesome time to just hang out and listen to some awesome music. Please go 

to: http://februaryblues.ca  for more information. 

February Blues - Music 
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A picture of last year’s successful February Blues! 

 Grad council is excit-

ed to announce that home-

coming was a major success! 

Thanks to our homecoming 

committee, the school was 

transformed into a beautiful 

carnival masquerade. Not only 

dancing, there were games, 

cake, and even a fortune 

teller! We were lucky to have 

such a great homecoming. 

Also, grad council is collabo-

rating with student govern-

ment for comfy day, which is 

taking place on January 20th. 

Wear your comfiest clothes, 

whether that be pajamas, sweat 

pants, or a snuggie.  

Grads News at a View - By Katie 



DW Poppy Secondary School 

23752 - 52 ave 
Langley, BC 

V2Z 2P3 

Phone: 604-530-2151 
Fax: 604-530-5034 

E-mail: bmoorthy@sd35.bc.ca 

We Don’t Just Go To School… We Go To Poppy! 

Check Us Out On The Web! 

www.dwpoppy.ca 

 
The 2011/2012 school year has been full of great events and wonderful experiences in 

our Aboriginal Program here at D. W. Poppy! 

 
So far we have had cultural presentations and workshops on Dream Catchers and Bead-

ing.  Later in the year we will be having more presentations on Bannock, Métis Culture, Tools 

of the First Nations People and Soapstone Carving.  We have also had an Elder, Karen Gabri-

el, attended several Foods classes to teach Students how to make Bannock.  She will be doing 

this again second semester.  Later this month two other Elders will be attending the History 

12 classes to raise awareness and discuss the effects of Residential Schools. 

 
We had our annual Leadership Conference at Newland’s Golf and Country Club on No-

vember 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, 2011.  This year we had 8 students representing D.W. Poppy at the 

conference and they brought back the benefits of the trainings they received and shared them 

with the rest of the school’s population. 

 
Once again our Carving Class is being held at Brookswood Secondary School.  It started 

in October, 2011 and will run to the end of March, 2012. Participating Students learned carv-

ing techniques from our District’s master carvers, and received four Grade Twelve credits for 

the course.   

 
The Red Hawk Drummers drumming group has grown to include Students of all ages 

from several different schools in the district and we practiced every Thursday.  We had the 

honour participating as part of the entertainment at this year’s Christmas Family Gathering 

and we are looking forward to another one in February.  This is an open group and everyone 

is welcome.  Just call Ms. Jack at the school for information. 

 
We have had several initiatives approved at D.W. Poppy this year.  We will be having 

another drum making workshop where 12 students will be able to make their own drums.  

On February 20, 2012, we have scheduled a joint trip with Brookswood to go snowshoeing at 

Grouse Mountain into the Hiwus Feast House.  We have also scheduled two canoe paddling 

trips to Pitt Lake and the canals in May.  Make sure you let Ms. Jack know if you want to at-

tend any of these events. 

 
In May we will be having our Langley School District Annual Aboriginal Achievement 

Awards.  Keep in touch with Ms. Jack for details. 

 

The Aboriginal Program would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year for 2012! 

DW Poppy’s Aboriginal Program - Ms. Sheila Jack 

Just a reminder that course planning is happening at DW Poppy until mid-february. Please take 

a moment to check out dwpoppy.ca and view the online course planning guide for information 

about the courses that are available next year. Should you have any questions about particular 

courses, or the planning process, please contact Mrs. Cooper (Grades 10-12) or Ms. Hadley 

(Grade 8 & 9). 

Course Planning at DW Poppy 



More information about DW Poppy’s Production of Beauty 

and the Beast can be found at the following Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/events/171707869602899/  
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