
vate an environment that fos-

ters this.  While job action has 

caused some challenges for us 

as a school, our staff continues 

to work hard in the classroom.  

I would ask that parents keep 

communication lines open with 

staff to ensure they know about 

their childrenõs progress; a quick 

e-mail works well.  Ask about 
their achievement, attendance, 

and any assignments that may be 

overdue. There are only a few 

weeks left in the semester when 

we return. 

Until then, have a safe, 

relaxing and enjoyable holiday. 

As we move into the 

Christmas Holidays we cele-

brate the spirit, arts and culture 

at DW Poppy Secondary 

School.  Letõs start by recogniz-

ing the top eight provincial fin-

ishes of our Senior Boys Soccer 

Team and Senior Girls Volley-

ball Team.  Two teams in the 

top eight in British Columbia in 
the same season is no easy feat.  

My congratulations to all of the 

athletes and to Senior Soccer 

Coaches Mr. Hunter and Mr. 

Barry and to Volleyball Coach- 

Mr. Tener on their exceptional 

seasons.  Congratulations to all 

athletes who participated in fall 

sports.  We had a wonderful 

season.  A special recognition to 

Tyler Mrak who received two 

gold medals in the BC Swim-

ming Championships- Paralym-

pics division and to Coach Ms. 

Becker and the Swim Team for 

their strong finish at the Provin-

cial Championships as well. We 

are now well under way with 

winter sports of Basketball and 

Wrestling which has returned 

to DWP. 

Our thanks also go to our 

Student Government and Grad 

Council for keeping the spirit 

alive at DWP.  This week, our 

Student Government is organiz-

ing a Christmas Spirit Week and 

helping with the Christmas As-

sembly while the Graduation 

Council is working hard at co-

ordinating the Poppy Home-
coming on Thursday, December 

15th.  Thanks to Ms. Cook, Mr. 

Trattle, Ms. Keyworth and Mr. 

Harrison for their ongoing sup-

port of spirit events at the 

school. 

Our Arts teachers have 

been very busy with Music 

Nights and Drama perform-

ances these past few weeks.  

Mr. Ablitt, Mr. Goddard and Ms. 

Inglis have done fine work with 

their classes while maintaining a 

heavy rehearsal schedule.  We 

are all excited about our up-

coming Musical- òBeauty and the 

Beast.ó 

Our most important focus 

as a school is learning.  All of 

the extra- curricular activities 

and evening performances culti-

A Message from Mr. Moorthy, Principal of DW Poppy  

Names to Know 

Administration  

Mr. Moorthy, Principal 

bmoorthy@sd35.bc.ca 

Mr. Luteijn, Vice-Principal 

kluteijn@sd35.bc.ca 

Mr. Trattle, Vice-Principal 

ptrattle@sd35.bc.ca 

Counselling 

Ms. Cooper, Counsellor 

scooper@sd35.bc.ca 

(Grades 10,11,12) 

Ms. Hadley 

ehadley@sd35.bc.ca 

(Grades 8 & 9) 

Office Staff  

 Ms Maxwell, Head Secretary  

smaxwell@sd35.bc.ca  

Mrs. Mullin, Office Secretary  

pmullin@sd35.bc.ca  

Mrs. Braun 

lbraun@sd35.bc.ca 
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Dates in  

December to  

Remember: 

¶ Dec. 17-January 2: 

Christmas Vacation 

¶ Jan. 3: School Re-Opens 

¶ Jan. 9: Course Planning 

Begins 

¶ Jan 9: Grade 9  

Immunization 

¶ Jan. 23: Examination 

Days Begin 

¶ Jan. 23: PAC Meeting 

¶ Jan. 25: Friendship  

Photos 

¶ Jan. 30: Sem 2 Begins 
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DW Poppy is now on TWITTER! Follow us @dwpoppy 
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Prior to the start of this year, the Ministry of Educa-

tion removed many of the optional grade 12 exams. 

Courses like History 12, Geography 12, Chemistry 12, 

etc. will no longer have a Provincial Exam component. 

Provincial Exams for English 12, Communications 12, 

Socials 11, English 10, Math 10 and Science 10 will still 

continue, as will a number of teacher based final exams. 

It should be noted that with this change has also 

come an adjustment to the way the Ministry calculates 

scores for scholarship distribution. Ministry of Educa-

tion scholarship awards are now based on an average of 

the mandatory government exams which include exams 

in Grade 10 and 11 (as listed above). Given that stu-

dents did not know this prior to September, the govern-

ment has allowed Grade 11 and 12 students to re-write 

their previously written provincial exams should students 

wish to improve their scores for the purpose of scholar-

ships (the marks will not be reflected in the overall course 

mark). Students who would like to rewrite their grade 10 

or 11 provincial exams should contact Mr. Luteijn the first 

week back in January. 

Due to the teacher job action, the timetable for the 

end of semester one has also changed. More information 

about this change will be provided in January by Superin-

tendent Beaumont. 

 

Januaryõs End of Semester Information 

Provincial Exam Schedule - End of Semester 1 - January 23 to January 27 

DATE  SUBJECT  TIME  

January 23, 2012  

Tuesday 

 

Apprenticeship and Workplace 

Mathematics 10  

Foundations of Mathematics 

10 

 

 

9:00 am - 11:00 am  

(Note: All Math 10 students except  

Mr. Goldsackôs students will be  

writing on this day.  

Mr. Goldsackôs students  

will write the e-exam on  

Friday, January 27, at 9am) 

English 10 9:00 am - 11:00 am  January 25, 2012  

Wednesday  

Social Studies 11  

 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

January 26, 2012  

Thursday   

English 12  

Français langue première 10  

9:00 am - 11:00 am  

Science 10  

Sciences 10 Communications 

12  

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

January 27, 2012  

Friday  

Apprenticeship and Workplace 

Mathematics 10  

(Mr. Goldsackôs Class) 

 

Français langue première 12 

9:00 am - 11:00 am  
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Homecoming 2011 

As a late edition update to Katieõs ôGrad Updateõ, DW Poppyõs Homecoming 2011 was a great success with over 200 

students attending. The theme this year was Carnival, with students dressing up in masks. As part of the DW Poppy 

Homecoming tradition, Grads had an opportunity to nominate and vote for a number of students for Homecoming 

King and Queen, in addition to other ôroyalõ positions. Here is a break down of the winners: 

Title  Student Winner  

King and Queen Hunter M. and Kelly S. 

Duke and Duchess Chris L. and Katie H. 

Prince and Princess Tanner G. and Emily C. 

Court Jester Colton H. 

DWPõs Newly 

Crowned  

Homecoming Royalty  
 

Colton H. - The Jester (top 

center) 

 
Hunter M and Kelly S. - King 

and Queen (far left) 

 
Tanner G. and Emily C. - Prince 

and Princess (bottom center) 

 
Chris L. and Katie H. - Duke 

and Duchess (below) 
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Mr. Trattleõs Edu-Tech Site of the Month 
 

As educators we often come across website content that we integrate into our teaching practice. One of the 

best benefits to the ever-increasing speed of the Internet has been the ability to host and stream massive amounts 

of video for free. Access to video tutorials have enabled users from all over the world to make content available 

that explains nearly everything about nearly anything. In each monthõs DWP Newsletter Iõd like to share some web-

sites that I believe would be beneficial for parents and students to view. 

 

This monthõs edu-tech website is: khanacademy.org (http://www.khanacademy.org).  

 

The video tutorials this website has to offer were started by Salman Khan back in 2004 as a means to help tu-

tor his nephews. Given the play/pause nature of online video, his nephews found it quite effective as they could 

view it when they needed, rewind and try it again if they didnõt understand. Since then, he has posted over 2700 

videos on subjects that range from Algebra to Venture Capitalism (and a host of other science, math and humani-

ties related content). Khan was invited to do a TED talk (Technology, Education and Design) where he spoke about 

how this came about:  

 

http://www.ted.com/talks/salman_khan_let_s_use_video_to_reinvent_education.html  

 

In the above TED talk, Khan mentions that he believes video can be utilized to reinvent education. It should be 

noted that our own Ministry of Education is moving towards implementing changes through the BC Education Plan 

(@bcedplan for those on twitter) that will see us move towards curriculum changes that will highlight 21st century 

learning skills, better personalized student learning and greater learner engagement. It should also be noted that 

you donõt need to be in high school or college to check these videos out. Learning is a life long process and I en-

courage everyone to try and learn something new. With video tutorials on the Internet, itõs become that much 

easier to do. 

 

For comments or questions on this article, please feel free to contact Mr. Trattle at ptrattle@sd35.bc.ca . He 

is also available via twitter @ptrattle . Mr. Trattle is a school Vice Principal and the tech coordinator at DW Poppy. 

Grad Council continues 

to thrive, and the positive 

energy shown by all of its 

members is contagious. We 

are excited for our annual 

homecoming dance, which is 

on Thursday, December 

15th. The theme this year is 

a Carnival Masquerade, and 

our homecoming committee 

is working very hard to 

make this event the best 

that it can be. All grads of 

2011 and grades 11 and 12 

students are welcome to 

come. Grads from last year 

can purchase their tickets at 

the door for $10.00.  

We are looking for-

ward to Christmas break, 

and will continue to plan 

future events in January. 

From Grad Council to you 

all, have a great and happy 

Christmas!  

Grads News at a View - By Katie H.  

January 26 - 27 Friendship Photos  

March 29 Laser Tag / Casino Night  

April 2  Prom Guest Pass Applications due  

April 13  Grad Ceremony Questionnaire due  

May 1 - 15 Ceremony & Prom Tickets on sale  

May 18  Mandatory Grad Assembly  

May 18 - 24 Extra ceremony tickets on sale  

May 22 - 24 Grad Gown Pick up in Career Centre  

May 23  Scholarship Celebration  

May 25  Graduation Ceremony  

June 2  Graduation Prom  

Grad Events at a Glance 



Musical Theatre - By Jessica E. 

The DW Poppy Christmas assembly has grown in 

popularity over the years, with fantastic displays of 

Christmas fun from both staff and students. This year 

we had some fantastic entertainment with the DW 

Poppy Choirs singing, and a must-see drama short 

called ôAn Awkward Silenceõ (previously previewed at 

the Young Artists Festival held at DWP).  

A big hit every year is the much anticipated grad 

skit. Given itõs the digital age, the skit has morphed into 

a feature video, complete with special effects. Written 

by Amara G. this yearõs  grad video pondered the ques-

tion, what do teachers do on Pro-D days? With a cast of 

grads taking on the various roles of teachers, the video de-

picted what might happen if no one filled the coffee pot 

after it was emptied. As one could imagine, chaos ensued. 

Ending off the show was the teacher rock band, that 

included Mr. Ablitt on bass, Mr. Goddard on drums, Mr. 

Trattle on acoustic guitar and the venerable Mr. Penner on 

electric guitar. Singing the holiday songs were Mr. Furse, 

Mr. Trattle, Mrs. Keyworth, Mr. Harrison, Ms. Maxwell, and 

Mrs. Bailey. It was a great way to end off 2011. Thanks to 

Mr. Luteijn for coordinating it! 

DWPõs Christmas Assembly 
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The DW Poppy  

Christmas Spectacular 
 

An Akward Silence (top) 

 
Mr. Penner and his Strato-

caster (bottom left) 

 
The Choir Sings Holiday 

Songs (bottom right) 



DW Poppy Secondary School 

23752 - 52 Ave 
Langley, BC 

V2Z 2P3 

Phone: 604-530-2151 
Fax: 604-530-5034 

E-mail: bmoorthy@sd35.bc.ca 

Check Us Out On The Web! 

www.dwpoppy.ca 

 

And on Twitter @dwpoppy 

A Call for Games  
 

If you have any fully intact board games that you're no longer using, please consider 

donating them to the school. Email Mrs. Keyworth (kkeyworth@sd35.bc.ca) if you have any 

questions. 
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